Calcitonin gene-related peptide immunoreactivity in neuronal perikarya in dorsal root.
Calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP) has been localized in neuronal cell bodies in dorsal root ganglia (DRG) and in fibers of the dorsal horn (DH), where it may be involved in transmission of a sensory signal. The capacity of neurons from DRG and dorsal roots (DR) to produce CGRP in culture was examined in this investigation. CGRP-like immunoreactivity was observed in cultured neuronal cell bodies in the DRG and DR. CGRP-positive cell bodies in the DR explains why extirpation of the DRG fails to eliminate CGRP-positive fibers from the DH.